
The Anarchist Situationists of May 1968 & “All Power 
to the Imagination” 

The Situationist International (SI), an avant-garde 
revolutionary group, heavily influenced the May 1968 
French rebellion by promoting anti-authoritarian, 
anti-capitalist, and anti-consumerist ideas. Their 
philosophy, focused on rejecting the "spectacle" of daily 
life and promoting spontaneous self-management, helped 
catalyze student uprisings and wildcat strikes that involved 
10 million workers, nearly toppling the Gaullist 
government. 

Key Aspects of the Situationists in May '68 

• Ideology: The SI aimed to overthrow modern capitalist
society (the "society of spectacle") and replace it with 
direct democracy via workers' councils. 

• The Enragés: Led by individuals influenced by the SI,
such as René Viénet and Mustapha Khayati, the 
"[Enragés" (the "Enraged Ones")] at Nanterre 
University triggered initial protests against 
bureaucratic, capitalist education. 

• Radical Tactics: They pushed for the occupation of
factories and universities, rejecting established 
political parties and trade unions, which they viewed 
as part of the system. 



• Graffiti and Slogans: Famous graffiti from the era, such 
as "Beneath the paving stones, the beach!" and 
"Consume more, live less," reflected Situationist ideas, 
focusing on rejecting consumerist existence and 
promoting a "permanent festival" of revolt. 

• Council for Maintaining the Occupations (CMDO): 
During the strikes, the SI established this group to 
encourage the radical continuation of the protests, 
arguing for direct action over traditional negotiation 

 

Impact on the Rebellion 
 
• Cultural Shift: The SI helped shift the protest focus from 

merely better wages to a complete transformation of 
life, impacting culture, education, and social relations. 

• "Enragés" Agitation: The group's agitation helped turn 
a student protest into a general "national 
unbuttoning," leading to the largest general strike in 
French history. 

 

The Situationists of May '68 were not looking for reforms, 
but rather a profound change in the way people lived and 
worked, aiming for a society that was "a permanent 
festival," a sentiment echoed in their writings. 
 
 
 



"All Power to the Imagination" 
 
The motto "All Power to the Imagination" ("L'imagination 
au pouvoir") is a iconic slogan closely associated with the 
Situationist International (SI) and the radical, 
anti-authoritarian spirit of the May 1968 uprisings in 
France. 
 
 
Context and Meaning 
 
• May 1968 Catalyst: The phrase gained immense 

popularity during the May 1968 social upheaval in 
France, where a general strike involving over 10 
million people halted the nation's productive 
apparatus. 

• Anti-Authoritarianism: The motto symbolized a 
rejection of traditional, rigid political structures, 
bureaucratic socialism, and consumerist capitalism. 

• The Situationist Goal: The Situationists, led by figures 
such as Guy Debord, aimed to dissolve the barrier 
between art and everyday life, encouraging 
spontaneous creativity and the creation of new, 
liberating situations rather than just political reform. 

• Radical Imagination: It was not merely a call for 
creative artistic expression but a demand to 
fundamentally reimagine society and power structures, 
placing human desire and spontaneity at the center of 
political life. 



 

The slogan has come to symbolize the legacy of the 1968 
movements, representing the desire for a life liberated 
from economic and bureaucratic constraints. 
 
(From Google search.) 
 


